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Overall Strategy of OPERRA
Å The OPERRAproject is a EC-funded CP-CSAthat aims to implement

actionssupportingthe developmentof a JointProgrammingEuropean
Instrument & an umbrellastructure havingeventuallythe capacityof
organizingRTDcallson behalfof the EuropeanCommission:

ïEngagingthe key partners in radiation protection as well as national &
internationalfundingagencies(WP2)

ïOrganisingresearchcallsin radiationprotectionon behalfof the EC(WP3)

ïSetting-up a sustainable organisation governing radiation protection
research,includingeducationandtrainingissues,in Europe(WP3)

ïReachingout to universities& academicpartners,new EUMemberStates,
major stakeholders& authorities as well as other technical platforms
within andoutsideof Euratom(WP4)

ïBringingtogetherRTDactivitiesselectedvia two competitivecalls(WP5)
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Relationships between Work Packages

Duration of the Project: 48 Months(June2013-May 2017)
WP Leaders: IRSN (WP1), BfS(WP2), MELODI (WP3), STUK (WP4), SCK-CEN (WP5)

WP1: 20.00 PM
WP2: 140.45 PM
WP3: 34.50 PM
WP4: 113.83 PM
WP5: 216.90 PM
Total: 525.68 PM
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OPERRA Budget (EC Contribution)
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Total Costs
10,266,346.35 ϵ

EC Contribution
8,000,000.00 ϵ

Including2,507,996 ϵfor RTD activitiesto beselectedvia 
the second call (to bemovedfurther from WP1 to WP5)



List of Beneficiaries (as of December 2014)
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List of Beneficiaries (as of December 2014)
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WP2: Integration of national and EU 
research and training programmes 

covering research in radiation protection

Lead: Thomas Jung (BfS, Germany)
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WP2 Tasks
Å Task2.1 - Identifyingkey partners involvedin RPresearch,and E&T,and

joint programming of research activities in RP: links with MELODI,
ALLIANCE,NERIS,EUTERP,EURADOS& EURAMET

Å Task2.2 - Determiningjoint fundingmechanismsfor national& EUFission
R&Dprogrammes

Å Task 2.3 - Identifying experiencesand lessons learned from existing
exposure situations, including Chernobyl, Fukushima,and the NORM
industry

Å Task 2.4 - Exploring how to enhance radiation protection research
activitiesrelatedto the medicalusesof ionizingradiation

Å Task2.5 - Preparingthe migrationfrom DoReMi, STAR& NERIS-TP

Å Task2.6 - Integratingknowledgefrom non-radiationresearch
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WP3: Preparing to operate an integrated 
platform & organizing competitive calls

Lead: Jacques Repussard(MELODI Association)
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Setting-up a European Umbrella Structure for 
Radiation Protection Research Call Administration

Å TheOPERRAProjectaimsat bringingthe MELODIAssociation,with the supportof
its sisterstructures,to the level of managerial,legal,administrativeand financial
maturity required to implement the preparatoryphasefor the developmentof a
federatingbody

Å TheOPERRAprojectwill elaboratea draft EuropeanJointProgrammingInstrument
describingthe operationalfunction of an umbrellastructureasa federatingbody,
structuringandorganisingradiationprotectionresearchin Europe(seeCONCERT)

Å Thistaskwill get benefit of consensusseminarsbringingtogether representatives
of research organisations, universities, national competent authorities,
stakeholders,and non-EUcountries: the draft instrument shouldbe applicableto
the other fieldsof radiationprotection
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HORIZON 2020 - EURATOM CALL NFRP-07-2015: 
Integrating Radiation Research in the European Union

Å EuropeanJointProgramme,Co-fund action(70:30)

Å IntegratingnationalandEuropeanRPresearchprogrammes

Å Buildson SRAsof MELODI,ALLIANCEandNERISand makinguseof expertisein
dosimetry(EURADOS)andmedicaluseof radiation

Å Researchandinnovationsupportingthe implementationof the revisedBSS

Å Expected Impact: Better integrating of the radiation protection scientific
communityat EUlevel, leadingto a better coordinationof researchefforts and
the provision of more consolidated and robust science-based policy
recommendationsto decisionmakers in this area. In the long term, these
efforts will translate into additionalor improvedpracticalmeasuresin view of
the effectiveprotectionof peopleandthe environment.

Å ECfundingabout20Mϵ, EJPto run callsfor research
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Å Proposal submitted on 
17.9.2014

Å EC funding requested: 20 Mϵ

Å Integration of national 
programs (Co-fund action)

Å 70:30 EU:Co-fund

Å Participants: four European 
research platforms, national 
Program Managers (PM), and 
Linked Third Parties (LTP)

Stakeholder
involvementand 
communication

Access to 
infrastructures

Educationand 
training

Integrationand SRA development
in radiationprotectionresearch

Priorityresearchand joint programmingneeds
in the perspectiveof Europeanresearch

Management of the openRTD calls
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Supporting the organisation of competitive 
calls for radiation protection research

Å A άDƻ-between AdministrativehǇŜǊŀǘƻǊέ(GAO)has organisedthe consultation
with expertsleadingto the publicationof the call texts, aswell as the evaluation
process. The evaluation of the responsesto the call will be done by experts
selectedfor appropriate skills and independence,from the databaseof experts
currentlyoperatedby the EC

Å The GAO will ensure that the writing and evaluation process is conducted
anonymously,with respectto the OPERRAandprojectpartners,includingMELODI

Å On the basisof the ranking list of the proposals,the OPERRAMB makesfinal
decisionof the proposalsto be funded

Å The OPERRACoordinator then performs the necessaryactions to include new
beneficiariesin the consortiumor allocateadditionalfundingto existingmembers,
informs the ECof the resultsof suchactivitiesand preparesamendmentof the
OPERRAGAto includenewmembersin the consortium
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WP4: Reaching out to new Member States, 
academic & professional partners,

stakeholders & authorities

Lead: Sisko Salomaa (STUK, Finland)
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WP4 Tasks

ÅTask4.1 - Reachingout to universities& professionalpartners

ÅTask4.2 - Reachingout to andintegratingnewMemberStates

ÅTask4.3 - Reachingout to majorstakeholders& authorities

ÅTask 4.4 - Interactions with ESFRIplatforms & large EU
consortia to support research in the field of radiation
protection

ÅTask4.5 - Reachingout to the other technicalplatformswithin
EURATOM,e.g. SNE-TP& IDG-TP
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WP5: OPERRA RTD activities

Lead: Lara Struelensό{/Yω/9bΣ .ŜƭƎƛǳƳύ
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WP5 Tasks

ÅTask5.1 - SOPRANO: SystemsOrientedPredictionof Radiation
Risk

ÅTask 5.2 - EURALOC: European epidemiological study on
radiation-induced lens opacities for interventional
cardiologists

ÅTask5.3 - DIMITRA: Dentomaxillofacialpaediatricimaging: an
investigationtowardslow doseradiationinducedrisks

Projectsselectedvia the second OPERRA call will be integrated
as new WP5 tasks
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OPERRA First Call at a Glance
Å Call specificationswere written and evaluations performed by an

independentgroup of experts on the basisof a seriesof documents
providedby MELODI,on behalfof the OPERRAconsortium

Å To be eligible, consortiashould compriseat least three organizations
not belongingto the actual OPERRAconsortium,with at least 50% of
the requestedECcontribution goingto non-OPERRAorganizations

Å Thecallwaspublishedon 16 December2013, closedon 14 March2014,
evaluationswereachievedon 27May2014

Å 22 proposals were submitted for a total available budget (EC
contribution) of 1.5 Mϵ: among them, 17 were scored above the
thresholds, representing altogether a requested ECcontribution of
11,8 Mϵ
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OPERRA First Call at a Glance
Å Thescorerangedfrom 9.0 to 14.0 (for a maximumof 15.0)

Å TheECrequestedcontributionper project rangedfrom 487kϵto 999kϵ

Å TheǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎcoordinatorswere informed of the scoreon 27 May 2014
andof the possibilityto askfor the ESRto theŎŀƭƭΩǎadministrator

Å Thefinal selectionwasdecidedon 23 June2014and wasmadeon the
basisof the ranking list: the 3 first projects of the list were selected
(representingaltogether a requestedECcontribution of 1.7 Mϵ) and a
decisionwasmadeto slightly reducetheir budget (decisiontaking into
accountthe project ranking)to meet the envelopeof 1.5 Mϵ

Å Thecoordinatorsof selectedprojectswere informed on 27 June2014
(endof the redressprocedureperiod)

Å Theamendmentto the GAwassubmittedon 30November2014
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OPERRA First Call: Final Selection

Å The3 selectedprojectsareasfollows:

ï SOPRANO: SystemsOrientedPredictionof RadiationRisk(+6 newOPERRApartners)

ï EURALOC: Europeanepidemiologicalstudy on radiation-induced lens opacitiesfor

interventionalcardiologists(+11newOPERRApartners)

ï DIMITRA: Dentomaxillofacialpaediatricimaging: an investigationtowards low dose

radiationinducedrisks(+3 newOPERRApartners)

Å 8 countries newly represented within the OPERRAconsortium: Greece,
Luxemburg,TheNetherlands,Norway,Poland,Portugal,Romania,Serbia
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Since 1 December 2014 (subject to EC approval) the OPERRA 
consortium comprises 34 partners (including 20 new partners)



OPERRA Second Call: Preparation Phase

ÅSeveralOPERRAtaskscommitted:
ïTask2.1: Identifyingkeypartnersinvolvedin RPresearch,andE&T,and

joint programming of research activities in RP: links with MELODI,
ALLIANCE,NERIS,EUTERP,EURADOS& EURAMET

ïTask 2.2: Determining joint funding mechanismsfor national & EU
FissionR&Dprograms

ïTask3.3: Supportingthe organizationof competitivecallsfor radiation
protectionresearch

ïTask4.3: Reachingout to majorstakeholders& authorities

ÅNumerousmeetingsheld Januarythrough June2014 bringing
together OPERRApartners and representativesof MELODI,
ALLIANCE,NERIS& EURADOS
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OPERRA Second Call: Main Inputs

ÅTask2.1 partners and representativesof MELODI,ALLIANCE,
NERIS& EURADOSprepared a list of 15 researchpriorities
(from aninitial list of more than70priorities!)
ïOnepriority identified jointly by MELODI,ALLIANCEandEURADOS

ïThreepriorities identified jointly by ALLIANCE,EURADOSandNERIS

ïThreepriorities identified jointly by MELODI,EURADOSandNERIS

ïFourpriorities identified jointly by MELODIandEURADOS

ïThreepriorities identified jointly by MELODIandALLIANCE

ïOnepriority identified jointly by ALLIANCEandNERIS
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OPERRA Second Call: Main Inputs

ÅTask2.2 partnersprepareda report givinga pictureof ECfunds
distributed from FP4 to FP7 as a function of researchactivity
types (low-dose risk research, management of
radiological/nuclear emergencies, dosimetry, medical
applicationsof ionizingradiation)

ÅTask 3.3 partners provided the MELODIextended scientific
committee with a series of documents with the view of
preparing a statement on the importance and feasibility of
researchpriorities identified for the secondOPERRAcall
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OPERRA Second Call: Main Inputs

ÅTask4.3 partnersimplementedan e-surveywith the objective
of collecting views and thoughts of scientific communities
workingon the 15 identifiedpriorities

ÅThe e-survey, that was addressingalso social sciencesand
communicationissues,wasopenedon 1 July2014and closed
on 15September2014: 274personssubmittedtheir answers

ÅA summaryof the report analyzingthe outcomesof the e-
survey has been given to the panel of experts in chargeof
draftingthe text of the secondOPERRAcall
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Methodology for priorities identification

Å Collectionof data: between1/07/2014and15/09/2014

Å Response: the eSurveywas opened 507 times. 233 times the e-
Surveywas not submitted and 274 times it was submitted. Only
these274submissionswere takenasvalidresponsesandanalysed

Å Respondents: 120 from MELODI,119 from EURADOS,78 from
ALLIANCE,70 from NERIS,43 submissionsfrom other relevant EC
projectsand55submissionsfrom other stakeholders

Å In 86 submissionsit wasindicatedthat the respondentbelongedto
more than oneplatform or association
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The most important: 
Å άDevelopment of monitoring strategies, ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƭǎέ 

Å ά.ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǊŀŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜΣ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ Ǌƛǎƪ ŀƴŘ 
disease susceptibility to inform emergency management 
and ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎέ 
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